LIBERALISM  AND  THE  MONARCHY
but he failed to see where this middle class lay—namely, in the
large mass of peasant owners, who could be reckoned to give
unstinted support to any Government which would give them
a nominal share of political power and carry out a policy of
agricultural protection, using this term in its broadest sense.
With the support of this naturally Conservative class a Con-
servative policy was easy; all that was needed was a redrafting
of the suffrage qualifications so as to make it dependent on
land tenure (as used to be the case so largely in his beloved
England), or even a bold extension of the vote to all adults,
reckoning on a judicious distribution of seats to secure a
preponderating influence to the agricultural interest.
Guizot's mistake was that of all the men of his generation
—a complete misunderstanding of the nature of the vote and
of the results of its wide extension. Whereas the Republican
Democrats, whose ideas will be studied in a subsequent
chapter, saw in the suffrage the solution of all human ills, the
opponents of democracy exaggerated the evils to be expected
from universal suffrage, or at least completely misinterpreted
the consequences of its adoption. To some, ruin and anarchy
were sure to come in its train ; to others, like Guizot, the vote
was a childish fancy, un enfantillage—" those appeals to the
people, those open voting registers, those ballot papers, those
votes—all this is fiction, make-believe; it is not serious."1
What no one saw was that universal suffrage might very well
be not a leap in the dark, nor the prelude to the guillotine,
nor the coming of a golden age, but the foundation of a solid
Conservatism, prepared to accept any form of government as
long as it left undisturbed the two great prevailing interests,
those of the peasant and of the industrialist. In the days of
an unorganized proletariat and a strong Church nothing was
to be feared for "law and order" from the polling booth.
Napoleon III. saw this up to a point, and might have died on
his throne had he seen it more clearly and had the courage to
act with more logic in his vision. Guizot might have estab-
lished in France a constitutional monarchy which no Republican
or Bonapartist democracy could have overthrown. His fall was
1 Speech"to the Chamber, i8th August 1842.
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